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CUSTOM ENTITIES AND FIELDS IN A 

MULTI-TENANT DATABASE SYSTEM 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Systems and methods for hosting variable schema data such as dynamic tables 
and columns in a fixed physical database schema. Standard objects, such as tables are 
provided for use by multiple tenants or organizations in a multi-tenant database system. Each 
organization may add or define custom fields for inclusion in a standard object. Custom 
fields for multiple tenants are stored in a single field within the object data structure, and this 
single field may contain different data types for each tenant. Indexing columns are also 
provided, wherein a tenant may designate a field for indexing. Data values for designated 
fields are copied to an index column, and each index column may include multiple data types. 
Each organization may also define custom objects including custom fields and indexing 
columns. Custom objects for multiple tenants are stored in a single custom object data 
structure. The primary key values for the single custom object table are globally unique, but 
also include an object-specific identifier which may be re-used among different entities. 
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